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thrown a hermit of seventy years into the vale of aberra-
tion.' After that he squeezed the throat of a boy who
dwelt near the cell of the hermit, and made his appearance
in the guise of a physician before the parents of the boy,
saying: * Your son has a fit of lunacy, and with your per-
mission I shall cure him.' He then treated him a few
days, and said: 'This darling of yours has fallen into the
clutches of a devil, whose name is Haffah, but I am able to
exorcise him; Barssissa, however, is in possession of the
ineffable name, by the blessing whereof the God of the
denizens of the world vouchsafes to grant recovery and
health to sick persons/ Accordingly the father and
mother of the boy sped to the hermitage of Barssissa and
proffered their request. The pious man then prayed,
Abiadh abstained from intermeddling, and the youth was
cured. In this manner Abiadh squeezed the throats of
several persons in that district, and sent them to the
hermit to be cured. When the latter began his devotions,
Abiadh ceased to interfere, and the people were restored to
health. In course of time the rumour of the hermit's
ability to cure diseases spread all over the country, and
Abiadh played the same trick, also on the daughter of the
king of the children of Esrail, who was the handsomest
woman of that period. He also made his appearance in the
guise of a physician near the brothers of the said lady, re-
quested permission to cure her, treated her for a few day**,
but then stated his inability to deliver her from a female
demon who had taken possession of her, and recommended
Barssissa to the royal princes, who were the brothers of
the lady, as follows : 'The best thing for you to do is to
spend a few days in the cell of the hermit until complete
recovery ensues ; but in case Barssissa should bo unwilling
to give you permission to remain, you may erect a house
near the place for the lady, and entrust her to his care/
The princes complied, and as their request to leave their
sister with Barssissa did not meet with his approval, they
built a house near the hermitage, in which they installed
her, and said to the pious man : e 0 thou who givest health